Kennington Chartist Project
End of Project Evaluation
2018

Written by Helen Firminger for the Friends of Kennington Park
and the Kennington Chartist Project.

1

Kennington Chartist Project, End of Project Evaluation
Contents
.

1) Summary of Impact of the Kennington Chartist Project

3

2) Project Summary

5

2a) The projects:

6

3) Evaluation Methodology

9

4) Achievements against Target Outputs

11

5 Investigation of Outcomes

13

A) Target outcome on learning- People will have learnt about the 1848 Chartist Heritage
in ways that suit their interests
13
B) Target outcome on feelings- People will feel this Chartist Heritage is important to
them- Personal Importance
20
C) Target outcome about the park- This will make a diﬀerence to how people feel about
Kennington Park
24
D) Target outcome on the group - Friends of Kennington Park will be more resilient as a
group
27
E) Outcomes on Diversity

28

6) Stakeholder Interviews

30

7) Future Projects

37

Appendix One - Schools Report

39

Appendix Two - Walks and Talks

41

Appendix Three - Thought Fragments

42

Appendix Four - Full comments lists from the launch event -

44

Appendix Five - Thanks to all the many involved

47

2

1) Summary of Impact of the Kennington Chartist Project
The Kennington Chartist Project achieved a bold vision in terms
of bringing understanding of the Chartist movement to Kennington 170 years after the historical rally. The project reached at
least 1062 people through talks, workshops, study, and stalls. In
broad summary, as set out in this report, the Kennington Chartist
Project:Helped nearly all participants to learn more about the 1848 Chartist rally and
movement. Many participants started oﬀ with no knowledge and found their interest and understanding increased. The project worked on many levels, some participants already had good understanding, nevertheless these also increased their
knowledge.
Helped nearly all participants to build feelings about the 1948 Chartist movement and to express that this is important to them. People used words like ‘Hopeful’ and ‘Inspired’ to describe their engagement with the project, and explained
that this project was ‘Important’. At the culminating event, many were inspired by
the diversity of people of diﬀerent ages and backgrounds showcasing their passion for political change.
Provided 4 primary schools with hands on learning experiences which directly
related to curriculum areas in citizenship and history.
Celebrated a historic role model from the black community - William Cuﬀay was
an inspiring figure, and was referenced by the young people in particular: ‘Because
its about black people’.
Helped create stronger feelings about Kennington Park. This was particularly
among those who already cared for the park. Some people expressed outrage that
the status of ’common’ had been taken away, others were able to build added layers of caring for the greenspace based on its history. This was particularly notable
among adults involved in the park, and among the young people’s group.
Engaged a wide range of partners and worked to bring relevant history to diverse people, including a group of young people exclusively of Afro-Carribean heritage. As a result of careful planning, and delivery, the project reached a much
more ethnically diverse audience than local history projects often do.
Developed a strong creative identity to help engage people into the history of
politics, through chants, banner making, print making and other traditional arts of
politics.
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Enabled the Friends of Kennington Park to develop their reach, their reputation,
and their financial handling record.
Left a lasting legacy in the website, the archive and the interpretation.
Enabled the research group to continue to meet after the project is over, to research the history of local people who subscribed to the Chartist Land Company.
Began building a strong case for a future memorial, to the Kennington Chartists,
with ideas including a statue of William Cuﬀay, a speakers corner, and a regular
annual festival in the park.
As a result of the project and the increased feelings for the area a new social housing block has been put forwards to be called to be called ‘William Cuﬀay House’
after the black Chartist leader as nominated by local residents following attendance
at a Chartist talk as part of this programme.
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2) Project Summary
‘In the spring of 1848, as revolution and unrest raged across Europe, Kennington
was at the centre of the fight for social justice in Britain. Tens of thousands of people gathered on Kennington Common on the 10th of April, demanding the right to
vote.
The Chartist movement was a popular campaign that saw working people come
together behind the Charter’s six demands for democratic reform, at a time when
only those with land and property were allowed to vote.
The story of the Chartists’ fight for justice includes dedicated women’s groups, and
inspirational figures such as Anne Knight, who produced what is thought to be the
earliest leaflet on women’s suﬀrage, and the radical William Cuﬀay, son of an
emancipated slave.’
http://www.kenningtonchartistproject.org
Kennington Chartist Project set out to bring communities together around the 1848
Chartist gathering in Kennington Park. Key aims for the projects were identified as:
• People will have learnt about the 1848 Chartist Heritage in ways that suit
their interests
• People will feel this Chartist Heritage is important to them
• This will make a diﬀerence to how people feel about Kennington Park
• Friends of Kennington Park will be more resilient as a group
Underpinning these was an understanding of the historic struggle for equal representation for people of black and minority ethnic backgrounds, and women, hence
the relevance to people from these groups today.
The project was extraordinarily creative, and maximised use of the art of protest banner making, songs, chants, prints, and slogans - to build an understanding and
empathy and to resonate with protest today.
The Kennington Chartist Project was hosted by Friends of Kennington Park, who
received the Heritage Lottery Funding to deliver the project between February and
November 2018 in memory of 170 years since the 1848 Chartist rally.
The Kennington Chartist Project had a very strong identity, enabled by its Project
Manager, Richard Galpin, working with Keisha Njoka and Harriet Hill.
Multiple partners were involved in the delivery of the project, including workshop
leaders, youth groups, artists, researchers, academics, and historians, all of them
are highly respected in their field.
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2a) The projects:
What happened?

A Consultation, Research, and Training groups
1) Young people’s consultation and training group Delivered in partnership with Southside Young Leaders Academy who brought 13 core participants, rising to 42 for the most
popular session.
• TEXT – IMAGE – ACTION! Youth Workshop in Black History, Spoken Word, and Printmaking

• YOUR HISTORY Discover how the Chartist PROTEST in 1848 has relevance in 2018.
With historian Steve Martin, and storyteller Sandra Agrad.
• FIND YOUR VOICE! With spoken word artist Adisa the Verbilizer
• HISTORY INTO ART Work with the Portable Print Studio to make a graphic impact for
YOUR slogan, message or meme. Print it onto posters or T-shirts.
2) Adults’ Research Group These were training sessions at Lambeth Archives looking
into research methods and handling archive materials. This group was then responsible to
bring some of the archive material to a display at St Mark’s Chuch, and to share these
skills and discussions.
Members of this group received help to compose the online archive.
The research project is ongoing and is focused on individual members researching a list
of 300 names of original Chartist Land Company subscribers.
Ongoing guidance received from
• Dave Steele, PHD student at Warwick University,
• Dr Katrina Navickas, Herts Heritage Hub
• Mark Crail, Chartist Ancestors website.
3) Banner Making Group Building on outreach visits to local community group drop-in
sessions, members of the neighbouring Alberta and the Newington Tenants and Residents Association attended workshops to learn about Chartist banners, heritage materials
and make their own banner. Enjoyed by a wide age range of elderly residents and young
children.
4) Volunteer Group Volunteers were recruited through the diﬀerent activities, and were
trained in event management techniques, including communication and interpretation,
dealing with emergencies like lost children and attacks, and managing the event.

B Stalls
Seven community events were held or attended. Volunteers supported stalls at all of
these:
• Oval Farmers Market and Local election hustings
• Kennington Village Fete
• Pullens Festival
• North Lambeth Parish Fete
• Lambeth Heritage Festival
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C Schools Workshops
Two separate day-long workshops were held with 90 children from 4 local primary
schools.
The children discussed and explored the 1848 Chartist history and causes, made their
own Victorian hats, and created chants and slogans towards a performance. The children
were then encouraged to attend the 7th July event. A full report of the workshops and
their content is included at Appendix 1
The schools were: • St Josephs School Yr 5
Oval Schools Cluster:
• Herbert Morrison School,
• Ashmole Primary,
• Wyvil Primary,
• Vauxhall Primary,

D Guided Walks and Talks
This programme explored the history of Chartists and Chartism around Kennington. They
were given by Project staﬀ, and voluntary experts, and included a display of archive materials at St Mark’s Church engaging 58 people. A full list of talks and venues is included
at Appendix 2
6 Illustrated Talks:
• Kennington and 1848, Year of Revolution. (St Mark's Church)
• William Cuﬀay and London Chartism (St Mark's Church)
• Salt-Pork and Daguerreotypes (St Mark's Church)
• The 1848 ‘monster’ rally on Kennington Common (Durning Library)
• Kennington and the Chartists, 1848-2018 (Lambeth Heritage Festival)
8 Guided Walks:
• Remembering the Day: The 1848 Chartist Rally on Kennington Common
• Why Kennington? The 1848 Chartist Rally on Kennington Common
• London History Day Walk: The 1848 Chartist Rally
• Kennington 1848: Commons Spirit and Contested Space
• Radical History from Camberwell Green to Kennington Park
• The 1848 Chartist Rally on Kennington Common (x2)
• Cuﬀay, Keyworth and the Common
6 Outreach talks about the project at:
• Walworth Society (x2)
• The Cinema Museum
• Newington Tenants and Residents Association
• Alberta Tenants and Residents Association
• Friends of Kennington Park AGM
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E Community Events
A launch event was held in April to commemorate the exact 170 year anniversary.
Flags were carried across London from each of the four original meeting points of the
London Chartists - North, East South and West. Historic speeches were read from a
podium in Kennington Park.
On 7th July in Kennington Park in scorching heat the diﬀerent aspects of the project and
those involved in it were brought together in a culminating celebration. With a great visual
show of posters and banners, thought provoking talks, and performances from young
people’s groups, the event celebrated not just Chartism but the whole of the struggle for
equality and democracy through political protest, in past and future. There were workshops in story telling, print making, banner making, and an atmosphere of discussion and
seeking for solutions.
As part of this, and preceding events, individuals were encouraged to come up with ideas
for a lasting memorial in Kennington Park to the history of Chartism, and the fight for
democracy. Ideas were exhibited on the park railings and subsequently on the website.
45 ideas have so far been received and uploaded.

F Arts Expressions
Through the activities above, individuals created diﬀerent artworks in the long tradition of
protest and struggle for representation.
• The small panels of the banner which make up one large banner
• Poems, drawings and slogans
• Slogans printed onto tee shirts
• 300 screen prints of the engraving of the 1848 Chartist rally.

G Online Archive
The Archive was put together through the work of volunteers and contains original items
and films of the workshops. www.kenningonchartistproject.org
Examples include:
• Chartist membership card
• ‘The People’s Charter,’ written by William Lovett in 1838
• ‘The Horns Tavern’ Engraving
• ‘Caution Kennington Common’ warning poster, 1848
• ‘The Chartist meeting on Kennington Common’ Daguerrotype 1848 William Edward Kilburn

H Interpretation
The Kennington Chartist Project is working on completing the final outputs • a short animation explaining the history
• an interpretive pamphlet.
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3) Evaluation Methodology
How did we measure our success?
This evaluation report was produced at the end of the project by a freelance professional
evaluator. The evaluator worked with project staﬀ and FOKP to define the project aims
and desired impact more closely, and to explore achievements against these aims.
Sources of information used throughout the text include:

Written Staﬀ Reports
Project Management log - of all activities
Project Managers report to HLF Richard Galpin
Kennington Park Schools Chartist Project Evaluation Report Harriet Hill (appendix 1)
Including assessment of prior knowledge and description of activities
Monitoring and Evaluation - Text Image Action Youth Workshops in partnership with SYLA.
Keisha
Before and after measurements of 10 young people’s progress against the four core aims
Volunteer Feedback Survey Excel report of survey of 6 volunteers after the 7th July event

Website, Photos, and Films
All on www.kenningtonchartistproject.org
• Film of schools workshops, including the Wyevale Primary teacher interview.
• https://vimeo.com/273785843
• 26 submissions of ideas for a Memorial.
• Proﬀesional photos by Rachel Megawhat, with additional images by Richard Galpin,
and volunteers Marnie Searchwell, Rita Sammons, Helen Firminger, and Carole Wright.

Observation and Discussion
7th July Celebration - participants were asked to fill brief comments on a giant Chartists
flag on how the event had aﬀected them in three core areas:
• Learning,
• Personal Feelings, and
• Feelings about the Park
Guided Walk 6 Oct 2018 - evaluator attended

Stakeholder Interviews
With people at the 7th July event

•
•
•
•
•

Marietta Crichton Stuart Chair Friends of Kennington Park 6 October 2018
Stefan Szczelkun, artist, film maker, 23 Sept 2018
Dr Katrina Navickas, Reader in History, University of Hertfordshire, 2 October 2018 2pm.
Robert Davies, volunteer, professional archivist. 4 October 2018
Carole Wright, speaker, resident, 7 July and 6 Oct 2018 local history talk.
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Conclusions regarding Evaluation Methodology.
The Project Manger maintained a detailed spreadsheet of events and group activities, which was enormously useful in drawing together numerical and partnership
information. He also provided a range of helpful information and indicators to
demonstrate the impact of the project. There was some excellent work put in by
project staﬀ to collect information on the impact of the schools programme, and
the young people’s workshops.
Collating the evaluation would have benefited from some cohesive immediate
feedback collection against the outcomes across all the main activities, particularly
the talks and walks. Participants at these could have filled in the same questionnaires that were given to the young people, helping to form a more academically
robust picture of the impact of this exemplary project. The evaluation thus relies on
a large mosaic of information, and indicators, to point towards some conclusions.
For information, the complete summary of results of the numerical questionnaire
given to young people is below. Individual sections of this are referenced in the
text against the Investigation of outcomes on learning, personal feelings, and feelings about Kennington Park. The starting points shown here, and the journey
made reflect that made by many of the local residents who participated.
A

B

C (came late)

D

E (came late)

F

G

H

I

10

8

5

Feelings about Kenington Park - AFTER

Personal importance - AFTER

Chartist knowledge -AFTER

Feelings about Kenington park - BEFORE

Personal Importance -BEFORE

0

Chartist Knowledge - BEFORE

3

10
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4) Achievements against Target Outputs
Target Output

Achievement

CONSULTATION GROUP
Recruiting 12 project participants (at
least 33% will be from BAME groups
and 33%aged 16-24), and additional
volunteers.

4 groups
Youth Group: 13 core, (Age 8-16,
100% BAME)
Research Group: 8 core, 10 max
Banner Making Group: 8 core, 10 max
Volunteers for event: 24 additional
22% BAME total

53

475%

TRAINING
Participants visiting the Black Cultural
Archives and The National Archives,
and receiving 6 training workshops on
researching, digitising and uploading
archival
material, public speaking, guided walks,
and digital skills.

9 training sessions
Lambeth archives X 2
Black Cultural Archives - Poetic Unity
• Research and handling archive
material
• History of Chartist Banners
• Spoken Word,
• Printmaking,
• Slogan writing
• Event Management &
communications
+ongoing professional mentoring

33

150%

HERITAGE OUTPUTS
Participants undertaking research and
creating heritage-focused project
outputs of their chosen form, which may
be: pamphlets, prints, banners,
photography, video, and text etc.

Outputs including
• Collective Kennington Chartist
Banner
• Poems
• Printed slogans on tee shirts and
posters
• Research continues, focusing on
specific names and a template
towards the website.

STALLS
Participants sharing outputs, archive
materials, and craft activities at local
events, including Walworth Heritage
Festival, local markets, and parish fetes.
These will also be used as an open-call
to generate contributions/ideas for a
future permanent
memorial/commemoration in the park.

6 community events, with volunteerlead stalls at these.

WALKS & TALKS
4 public guided walks and 3 illustrated
talks
on different themes.
EVENT
A culmination event in the park,
including: a schools parade; community
choir performance; other music/spoken
word performances; and displaying
participants'
outputs and open-call submissions.

Number

Attainment

100%

150

100%

8 public walks,
5 talks
5 short talks

531

142%

7th July event

200

100%

45 submissions to open call for
memorial ideas.
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SCHOOL EDUCATION
Presenting at 2 whole school
assemblies, and holding 3 workshops
where children will use archival material
to write their own charters; develop
speeches and songs; and reimagine
banners in a contemporary context. This
will
be documented by a young local
filmmaker.

5 schools
Workshops across 2 days with
children
• St Josephs School Yr 5
Oval Schools Cluster:

ARCHIVE
Collating an online archive of material
relating to the rally, alongside text
written by
historians/academics, and all new
materials produced.

Archive created

95

250%

• Herbert Morrison
Ashmole Primary,
• Wyvil Primary,
• Vauxhall Primary,
Documentary film made
https://creativemusicmind.com/
kennington-chartist/
100%

http://
www.kenningtonchartistproject.org/
archive/

In progress
INTERPRETATION
Producing a short graphic animation
explaining Chartism and its relevance to
Kennington.

50%

In progress

50%

INTERPRETATION
A legacy pamphlet distributed widely to
share project learning and promote
future engagement

People

Cummulative

1062

Attainment
average

151.7%

The project clearly over-achieved in some areas where there was extreme demand:
5 schools were engaged for the whole day workshops, rather than the 2 originally
anticipated. While the number of children is the same, this allows for wider dissemination among teachers of this important aspect of local history.
13 walks and talks were delivered, rather than the 7 originally anticipated.
9 training sessions were held, rather than the 6 planned. This is partly in response
to the divergence of the Project Group, into 4 separate areas according to interest.
Taken incrementally, with a value on each area, the project exceeded expectations
by 51%.
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5 Investigation of Outcomes
A) Target outcome on learning- People will have learnt about
the 1848 Chartist Heritage in ways that suit their interests
The Kennington Chartist Project set out to bring knowledge of diﬀerent aspects of
the Chartist experience in 1848 to local people in a way that was collaborative,
hands on, embraced diversity and related to the locality.
Learning was delivered through every aspect of the project, including: schools
education, workshops, training sessions, talks, walks, and stalls. While some of
these activities included exploration of issues through arts, the learning and discovery were the foundation of this journey.
Launch Event, Stalls, and Guided Walks
From discussions, and comments submitted at the 7 July event in response to the
question ‘What have you learnt’ (listed in full at Appendix Four), the majority of participants seemed to be discovering Chartism for the first time, or seemed to have
only a vague idea of it beforehand. Comments from this group focused on particularly the 6 point charter and the contribution to democracy, and the Government’s
panicked response to the Kennington common rally. Many people said, or wrote,
that they were keen to learn more.

Guided walk with Marietta Crichton Stuart

Outcomes in Learning
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There were adults noted in the volunteer community, at the event, and on guided
walks who had come across Chartism before, some had come across it through
local history awareness and the underground culture in Kennington, others and
had learnt about it through having an enlightened politically-aware teacher at secondary school. These people said how valuable it was to them to have this education.

‘I came here today because I studied Chartistsm in school (I had a very
unusual teacher for the time, outside London). I think everyone should
study it.’ Visitor 7th July
‘As a Kennington raised Lambeth born woman of colour, the importance of
Chartism is significant. My old teacher, Mr Seaton used to bring us to the
park every week in the 70s because it is the birthplace of democracy.
Beside the park was the rasta temple.
Its about democracy.’
Resident, workshop leader 7th July.
‘I think this is such an important event & I am annoyed it isn’t taught more in
school.’ Visitor 7th July
Katrina Navicas commented in her interview on the importance of the stalls in the
park to help with build learning and interest among those who would not normally
attend a local history talk.

‘When I was manning the stall, people would come past not intending
to stop then come up and look and say ‘I just live around the corner and
I didn’t realise this happened here’.
‘In terms of local history - having the events in the park was the main
thing the main capture of interest, rather than the talks.
We had a lot of maps and visual items to catch people’s eye so they can
look at them and don’t have to stop for long. Most people were really interested in the maps and looking at the pictures of the park and what
was there before and looking for their own house on the map - the connection with place really resonated.’

Outcomes in Learning
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Young People’s Workshops
In the young people’s workshop, the greatest increase was noted in the area of
‘learning about the 1848 Chartist Heritage’ through the ‘before and after’ questionnaires, which gave a measure of progress against 4 areas in total.
100% of the participants who filled in the questionnaires noted their knowledge of
the 1848 Chartism rally started with a ‘1’ . At least half the participants filling in the
end of workshop questionnaire noted an increase to ’7-10’ with an average result
after the workshop of 6.7 See Chart ‘Chartist Knowledge for illustration.
Note that one of the comments made on learning was not 100% accurate, William
Cuffay was framed for arson, not stealing, however it is clear he is a significant
character and students have taken an impression of him and his story to stay with
them in future.
Comments on Learning - Young People’s Workshops
That it was over 1million people
It’s a place where they debated.
William Cuffay went to jail for stealing (sic)
They were stealing £1000 (sic)
That is was in Kennington Park
It used to be a gathering not a park
Chartist Knowledge - Young People’s Workshops

Outcomes in Learning
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Volunteers
Volunteers helping at the 7th July event came from varying backgrounds, either
through the Friends of the park, or through the interest in the subject, or referred
by friends. All attended training before the event in relevant event skills, also the
core issues of Chartism.
When asked about how much they learnt about the aims of the project, all gave a
score of 7 or above.
When asked about how much they had learnt about the heritage of the 1848
Chartist rally, all but one gave a score of 7 or above.
In conclusion, most volunteers learnt a great deal through the project.
Volunteer Feedback
How much did you learn about the aims

of the project (through volunteer
briefings, and participation in the event
itself)

How much have you learnt about the heritage

of the 1848 Chartist rally in Kennington
Common and its wider significance

10

10

10

10

7

3

10

10

8

8

10

7

Schools Workshops
The schools workshops were hands on creative and fun, including hat making,
chanting and drama. Teachers valued that the project brought the children together
and even more so that it taught them about some ‘big ideas’ about democracy:
‘For the children to understand where voting comes from, why we have that
right, and to look back into history and to understand that it was right next to
our school, in Kennington, that big day, 10th April, and everything that was
fought and the consequences that come people faced and why they had to
fight for it. And for our children to understand why they have food on their
table and why they have a job. All those big ideas.
And this was very practical for the children, hands on’
Teacher Interview, Wyvil Primary

Outcomes in Learning
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A full report on the schools work by co-ordinator Harriet Hill is included at Appendix
Two. Harriet noted the strength and value of the learning, and the curriculum links
‘The children were able to recall the main leaders of the movement by name
and give a good verbal narrative of the history of the rally.’
‘The feedback from the schools was extremely positive. The Deputy Head
Teacher suggested it could be incorporated as a learning day to fulfill their
citizenship requirement and felt it was stronger and more relevant t o their
student cohort than what they are currently delivering.
The Head of the Oval Learning Cluster who attended the day said it had been
an excellent experience for their children and would highly recommend is as
a workshop day to other local schools. She thought the cross curricular approach had been highly effective and commended the opportunity for the inter school collaborations the day afforded. ‘

Outcomes in Learning
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The local history experienced through the schools workshops was very relevant to
the schools’ learning needs in history as well as their personal development. The
Government’s National Curriculum for History at Key Stage 2 (age 8 - 11) specifies
9 study areas including
• A local history study
• A study of an aspect of history since 1066 - which might be a ‘siginifcant turning
point in national history’
While not included in this project, Chartist study would be very relevant to Key
Stage 3 (young secondary level) where 7 areas are studied, including:
• A local history study
• Ideas, political power, industry and empire: Britain, 1745-1901 - eg party politics,
extension of the franchise and social reform
The project also covers targets in Citizenship. At Key Stage 3, 3 out of 6 learning
areas are the following:
•
•
•

the development of the political system of democratic government in the
United Kingdom, including the roles of citizens, Parliament and the monarch
the operation of Parliament, including voting and elections, and the role of
political parties
the precious liberties enjoyed by the citizens of the United Kingdom

National Curriculum targets are here

Outcomes in Learning
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Stakeholders
Some of the workshop leaders and historians noted both how others people had
learnt, and their own learning through the connections in the event. These illustrated how overall, learning happened on a range of levels.
‘I thought Richard was really good and brought out lots of things I don’t know about
like the Chartist music, and people who still have Chartist names - people in the
area who have descended from Chartists, and its clearly had an impact, I have
been following the tweets on the subject.
When I gave the guided walk, people were mainly very interested and astonished. I
did find though that although most people didn’t know about it, there was one or two
people who had studied Chartism in the ‘70s under enlightened teachers.’
Stefan Szczelchun
‘One interesting thing was, getting on with field research. Everyone asks about the
photo and why there is a big gap in the crowd. So I went with the Warwick university PhD student Dave Steele to look at that spot in the park at the April event, and
its a bit boggy there. So most historians think there is a gap there because of the
upper class people at the front of the photo and the working class people near the
hustings staying separate, and we think it’s because people didn’t want to get their
feet wet!’
Dr Katrina Navickas

Outcomes in Learning
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B) Target outcome on feelings- People will feel this
Chartist Heritage is important to them- Personal
Importance
While on the surface, the Kennington Chartist Project appears to be a learning
project, many more spontaneous comments were made by adults about how the
project made them feel.
These comments were particularly in relation to the 7th July event, which created
an intense atmosphere by presenting old and young people who might not normally come together, in highly visual and auditory creative and discursive arts.
Launch Event and Guided Walks
People attending the event were asked in their own words how the event and the
project made them feel. (See Appendix Four for the full list of 19 comments). The
dominant personal feeling words were:

Hopeful
(4 mentions)

Inspired
(4 mentions)

And many mentioned that the event was:

Important
(5 mentions)

Many of these comments were made
by those who had been active in political protest for some time, not necessarily together. This event and the
cross generational resonance it provided created hope and inspiration.

Outcomes in Feelings
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A constant theme was the inspiring bringing together of people from diﬀerent
backgrounds
‘I think this is an important project because it has brought political history to
ordinary people and to a diversity of people.’
‘Its great to see such a diversity of people here, to think about how we can
remake the world. Its joyful and makes me hopeful for the future.'
Volunteers on the day told us what they felt was most successful, again eloquently
reflecting the importance of people from normally separate backgrounds coming
together to protest.
‘Listening to the young poets express their concerns was particularly moving.
The tents with the banners and print making were especially visually powerful.’
‘The event with Paul mason was great. I was however impressed by the poets
who delivered wonderful performances that touched and inspired the people
who were there.
‘Most successful element was the stage - letting people have a voice’
One woman attended with a diﬀerent and poignant story. She was struck by the
resonance of protest across cultures, and had come to the event particularly to join
the celebration in memory of the struggles for democracy in her home country:
‘I cancelled my shift to come here today, I only heard about it at the last
minute.
The political protest reminds me of the situation in my home country with the
struggles for independence between Nigeria and Biafra in the 1960s. Many
people stood for what they believed in and many people died.
It is good to know people here stand for what they believe in too. Many years
afterwards, one man tried to bring back the struggle for independence, but he
was not successful.
Thank you for today, I will go to the talk next week’
(the talk was the Friends of Kennington Park AGM),

Outcomes in Feelings
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Young People’s Workshops

In the young people’s workshops, participants expressed clearly and eloquently
why the Chartist Heritage was important to them, through their comments after
completing the ‘Text Image, Actions’ workshop (below).
Answers focused on the relevance of the protest in 1848 to todays rights, and the
particular struggle for black suﬀrage.

Young People
Give one reason why you feel this heritage is
important to you
Because its about black people
We need to be reminded
Gives everyone a chance to vote
They are important because they did some things in their
special life
We need to care about our lives
Because it makes you learn
Because it happened a long time ago
Because it would benefit me to know what has happened in
the past
Outcomes in Feelings
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Young People
Give one reason why you feel this heritage is
important to you
Because it’s part of me

Poems and chants written during the Text Image Actions
workshop, including that
shown here, stirred powerful
feelings of ambition and also
self reflection and refinement.

Personal Importance

The before and after measurement of ‘personal importance of
the Chartist Heritage’ (below) for
the Young People’s workshops
received a much more mixed response than any other area.
While there was an increase, 2 of
the 8 actually dropping their final
scores.
Many in this group expressed a
higher starting point in this area, even though they freely admitted
that their knowledge was very low
on the scale, they came with
some understanding of these issues, possibly because this was
how the project was introduced to
them before they attended.
Outcomes in Feelings
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C) Target outcome about the park- This will make a difference to how people feel about Kennington Park
Launch Event, Talks and Guided Walks
Those commenting in this area (full list at Appendix) at the launch event were
mainly those who already knew and cared for the park.
First - inspired by this park as it is now + the work of the Friends of Kennington Park. We can underestimate the fantastic resource that parks represent
for people + this is a brilliant example of how parks can be used for shared
benefit. Thanks to all the volunteers who have made this possible.
As an important working class slogan says ‘Give us bread, but Give us Roses’
One, or possibly two, people indicated they had only just discovered the park
through the Chartist event.
Pleased and happy I visited as had never been here before - did the Chartist
walk so got to see a lot of it!
The volunteers’ feedback shared some interesting points in this area - bearing in
mind that 3 of the 6 volunteers giving feedback had taken the role through connections with the Friends of Kennington Park in the first place.
Volunteer Feedback - Section
Has the Kennington
Chartist Project changed
how you feel about
Kennington Park?
7

Any reflections on the points above that you would like to share?

I had only been to Kennington Park once. It is a wonderful space and a
great community resource

10
1
10

Arrange a Saturday event when there isn't any other large scale events on

5

I already love Kennington Park, and knew a lot about its past history as
Kennington Common as a meeting place, so the Chartist Project didn't
change how I felt but confirmed it

4

I’m heavily involved in the Park already. It’s great that we can draw on the
history and I know more.

Outcomes about Kennington
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Answering the question ‘Has Kennington Chartist Project changed how you feel
about Kennington Park?’ Three participants gave a high score, and two indicated
that their score had not increased greatly, however in the words of one:
‘I already love Kennington Park, and knew a lot about its past history as Kennington Common as a meeting place, so the Chartist Project didn't change
how I felt but confirmed it’
And from the thought fragments workshop:

‘Feeling the ghosts of the people who stood here 170 years ago. We
have a long history of protest.’
Based on these comments, it would seem that the parks’ community present on
July 7th has a strong desire to continue to celebrate the political history of Kennington Common, and there is a strong desire for a monument of some kind.
A big, and poignant success in illustrating how the project has impacted on people’s
feelings about the area, is the community proposal to name a new housing block
after the black Chartist leader William Cuffay. As follows:
Katrina’s Navickas's talk at St Mark's Church on May 5th 2018 on 'London
Chartism' connected with residents of Walworth through their knowledge
and interest in their local area. The talk was paired with another talk by S.I.
Martin on the Chartist leader William Cuffay.
Following the talk, at the next public meeting of the Walworth Society (which
is a broadly representative and democratic body made up of local tenants
and residents associations in an area of predominantly social housing) the
Walworth Society had been tasked with the naming of a new block of social
rented, Southwark council housing stock.
The location for the housing block had been uncovered in Katrina's talk as
the site of the Walworth division of London Chartists. So drawing on a combination of the two talks, residents at the meeting proposed William Cuffay
House as the name for the new housing block.
One of the attendees of the talk was able to stand up at the meeting and give
an eloquent summary of why William Cuffay was important and relevant to
the area, based on what they had learnt at the talks. The motion was agreed
unanimously and the selected name put forward as the final selection to
Southwark council (final approval pending).
Richard Galpin,
Chartist Project Manager,
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Young People’s Workshops
The young people expressed their
improving relationship with the park
after the workshop in the comments
below. These demonstrated that the
workshop increased the young people’s existing strong feelings for Kennington Park.

Young People’s Feedback
on the Park
• At first I thought it was nothing but now it’s important because there is a lot
to it.
• Because its remembered as being 1848 Ralley so more people come
• They needed a lot of meetings so it show me that it is a very famous place.
• I think I learnt more
• Because we learnt about it
• Because it’s important
• Because I didn’t know where the rally was
• It used to be a place where people would come to offer their thoughts

Using the numerical score (p10), before and after, as evidence; while not a huge
increase, because the park already had importance to start with, all participants put
at least a ‘5’ for their feelings before the workshop, this was the area with the highest final score of all those measured.
All the participants put at least an ‘8’ for their feelings about the park after the workshop.
Feelings about Kennington Park - Young People
Seven out of ten of the
participants put a ’10’. ie
70% of the young people
thought their feelings
about the park were as
high as it goes!

Outcomes about Kennington
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D) Target outcome on the group - Friends of Kennington Park will be more resilient as a group
Friends of Kennington Park (FOKP) hosted the project, applied for the grant, managed the finances, managed the contract with staﬀ and held legal responsibility for
the project.
However there was a perceived separateness to the Steering Group for the
Chartist Project which they presented as a partnership on which they were represented.
FOKP was already a strong well organised voluntary group that has achieved excellent success in fundraising and co-managing projects in partnership with Lambeth Council, including for the Flower Garden, however for the largest of these
previously, Lambeth had held the finances and the responsibility.
From the interview with Marietta Crichton Stewart, observations, and checking the
charity’s accounts, there was a series of indicators that made the group more resilient, these include

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reputation - the group achieved a higher level of respect locally
Diﬀerence - the group presented itself as diﬀerent to other parks groups
Lessons learnt - in fundraising and working with consultants
Financial experience - this appears to be the largest grant that the group has
managed directly, giving an improved record for future fund-givers, who often
prefer to fund groups within their demonstrable capacity.
Contacts - with the Lambeth local History Society, Lambeth Archives, and Walworth Society, and the Oval Cluster Schools, as well as St Mark’s Church
Event resources, particularly tables and chairs which previously were borrowed.
The Chartist website, funded for five years
The ongoing research project into Chartist names.
A well attended AGM with the talk from Chartism as a centrepiece.
New volunteers and contacts and at least one new trustee
Experience running a talk for Black History month

‘The Friends gained a lot from this project in terms of acknowledgement and respect with other local groups. We made contact with the Lambeth Local History Forum, I gave two walks on their programme, and we had a stall at the Local History
Fair, and did a walk for Lambeth Heritage month. We made a valuable ongoing
contact with Jon Newman and Len Riley at Lambeth archives. And there was the
Walworth Society too, as well as the work around Black History month with Carole,
and the walk I’m doing with Steve Martin next week. So it was very much raised
profile.
We also renewed our contacts with the Oval cluster schools. And it helped with our
relationship with Lambeth. We made a very good link with Steve Coulson at St
Mark’s Church. For our World War One commemoration next month, Steve has
very kindly agreed to do a service and the church will lend their marques and do refreshments, which is great.’ Marietta Crichton Stuart
Friends of Kennington Park
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E) Outcomes on Diversity
The project set out from the start both to present diverse role models, and to appeal to a range of audiences including young people and people from black and
minority ethnic backgrounds, while still including those traditionally interested in
local history. While demographic backgrounds were not precisely monitored, the
project shows every indication of having achieved both of these aims.
1) General

We can cautiously say that the project attracted a wider range of people than
many local history projects might do, some of this success was down to the work
of KCP project managers to ensure they:
• Met people from across the community in the places that those people wanted to
be such as in the park, schools or church,
• Worked with women and men as staﬀ, steering group, facilitators and lecturers.
Many of these were of black British ethnicity and were able to present professionally, with a personal understanding of the black voice, including the widely
respected S.I. Martin.
• Ran relevant events for Black History month, as well as outside of this time.
• Presented a history that was in itself relevant to people from diﬀerent backgrounds.
‘On the guided walk and talks there was quite a mix of local people, across a
fair range of ages. The reach of St Marks meant it didn’t just get the local history crowd: the vicar did push it through his community, the hall was quite
full, and we had an open door policy so lots of people came in. I was working
with Steve Martin who was talking about William Cuﬀay; it was certainly more
diverse than usual history talks but still mainly white.’
Doctor Katrina Navickas
2) Partnerships
The Kennington Chartist Project followed a
very sensible course of building creative
partnerships with existing groups to enable
strong representation of young and older
people from black and minority ethnic backgrounds. Some of the key partnerships:
• Poetic Unity (pictured in their tweet)- who
gave inspiring readings at the 7th July event
• Southside Young leader’s Academy - who
co-hosted three workshops, and promoted
these to the young people of colour age 8
and up they work with.
• The four schools who undertook the education event, enabling directly reaching the
local community.
• St Mark’s Church for talks.
Diversity
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3) A new role model
William Cuﬀay was a prominent Chartist leader whose father was a freed African
slave who settled in England. Cuﬀay proved to be a charismatic black political
leader who was brought to new popularity through the project.
Cuﬀay was one of the local characters celebrated with passion during Carole
Wright’s personal walk for black history month:

‘William Cuffay, he was noted in the Times about the Chartists as ‘the
black man and his party’. If there was a 100 most influential people list
in those days, he would be at number one.’ Carole Wright.
Six of the proposals for a memorial in the park scanned to the website suggest a
‘statue of William Cuﬀay’. Alongside this there is only one mention for O ‘Connor,
and one for Sylvia Pankhurst, and a few for a ‘group of Chartist leaders’.
‘I would like to see a statue or permanent reminder of William Cuﬀay because
there are so few visible representations of the positive impact black & people
of colour have made in Britain’ Anonymous memorial proposal.
While not explicitly mentioned by the school, William Cuﬀay presents a strong opportunity for an alternate role model for primary history teachers teaching political
change.
‘The children were able to recall the main leaders of the movement by name
and give a good verbal narrative of the history of the rally.’
Cuﬀay is mentioned particularly in the feedback from young people’s workshops.
‘William Cuﬀay went to jail…’
Why is this heritage important
to you?
’Because its about black
people’

Diversity
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6) Stakeholder Interviews
1) Robert Davies is a local volunteer, and a professional conservator.
‘I belonged to Walworth Society - its one of those wonderful mixes of history society
and local residents, at the moment theres no sort of formal…about to go into charity
status. Richard had come along to talk to us about the project and it really sort of
chimed with me because when I was doing my O’ levels we learnt about the
chartists and the connection chimed - it was Kennington Park!
So we offered, could we help in any way, and thats when it started. I ended up going to quite a few of the talks and that was really interesting, because I hadn’t realised with the chartists the range of people involved, and it was fascinating to learn
about all that sort of history.
Then I got involved with the research group, and looking at names, we get ten
names each - we try and track people down in terms of where they lived and what
occupation they have.
The names were from the U3A who had done research in the national archive, it
was the Land movement of the Chartist about buying property - if you had property
you automatically had the right to vote. But street names have changed locally so
quite a few people here knew about the history and knew where they were - ‘that
street is under my local park!’
I really valued the sharing of knowledge around archives, that was really special.
That special bringing together of the Chartist history and the history of the park and
the special place of Kennington Park and its political associations - twice Gay Pride
started or finished there. I think one of the other things that came out of the project
was about the space and the way it was made a park to control people - the way
Geography and Landscape can be used to control people. How is the public realm
used to control people? Without it being made available to people?
At the July event, I volunteered to help out with some set up and sit and talk to
people about what was going on. One of the most wonderful things about that day
was the young poets who came along and that workshop was set up.
One of the things about the project is; should there be a permanent memorial - and
I thought one of the most wonderful memorials would be a place for people to talk Hearing them all talk, and that young man who had never performed in public - and
then he did. And that was wonderful that the project brought so many people together and that if we have a common cause, we all come together. I have spoken to
Richard about should we have a proper speakers corner in the park in lambeth.
That sort of idea that we come together and we discuss, and we argue if necessary
but we do it in a way where we are talking to each other.’
Interviews
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2) Carole Wright is a local resident, artist, and activist. She was involved with the project from the launch, ran a banner making stall at
the fulminatory event, and gave a guided walk on her experience of
the local landmarks, and the history of black culture behind them.

‘As a Kennington raised Lambeth-born Black woman, the importance of Chartism is significant.
My old primary school teacher, Mr Seaton, used to take my
class to the park weekly explaining its correct name is Kennington Common and it was the birth place of democracy for the
working class.’
‘William Cuffay, he was noted in the Times about the Chartists
as ‘the black man and his party’. If there was a 100 most influential people list in those days, he would be at number one.’
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3)

Stefan Szcelkun (pictured in Keninngton Park in
1998) is an artist who publishes books, and videos
on class and culture in response to specific places
or communities. Stefan lived in St Agnes Place, in
Kennington Park, from 1981 – 1996, then built his
own house to the North of the park in Sharsted
Street, where he lived for a further ten years. During
these years Stefan made various works concerned
with Kennington Common as a contested space,
which include a pamphlet, posters, video, walks, and an archive of reference
materials. These works continue to be an influence on a younger generation of
artists.

‘I thought the event (7th July) was really, really, good quality, Richard has
done a good job of getting the best people involved - the people who know
most, and also on the community level. I met some really interesting people.
The actual marking of the day was interesting because we did it 20 years earlier (1998) when it was organised by people who were Chartists involved in
much more underground culture.
I lived in St Agnes Place at the time, and I gradually discovered that what was
a place that was completely unsigned of any historical interest was right at
the epicentre of so many significant things. I learnt more and started to ask,
why isn’t this signposted? Why isn’t this celebrated locally? That was when I
produced the first pamphlet which was sold in local shops and sold a 1000 in
the first year.
I thought Richard was really good and brought out lots of things I dont know
about like the Chartist music, and people who still have Chartist names people in the area who have descended form Chartists, and its clearly had an
impact, I have been following the tweets on the subject.
When I gave the guided walk, people were mainly very interested and astonished. I did find though that although most people didnt know about it, there
was one or two people who had studied Chartism in the ‘70s under enlightened teachers. ‘
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4) Dr Katrina Navickas is a lecturer, and author on popular

protest and politics in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries.
Katrina has taught at the universities of Oxford, Bath Spa
and Edinburgh and is currently a Reader in History at the
University of Hertfordshire. She is also a long-standing
committee member of the Social History Society.
She is best known for her research on the Luddites, and has
published widely on popular protest and politics in the late
18th and early 19th centuries.

I think I first heard about the project on Twitter. There was something going
round asking for volunteers when Richard was putting the bid together for
the HLF. As part of my institutional role at the University, we help out with local community groups applying for HLF. As I had researched Chartism I offered my help with the project and ended up spending the summer in Kennington!
I think it’s a unique project in looking at popular political history (the only other similar project I can think of is the Peterloo bicentenary commemorations
for 2019). There are lots of local history projects but they are mainly about the
history of parks or streets. Newport Chartist group are quite active but I dont
think they are HLF funded.
We looked over the HLF bid, and helped with costings. I went to some of the
planning meetings, met some of them, sat in on the schools planning, gave
two lectures, helped out on 10th April with the first event in the park answering questions from the public, and the July event, helping with the stall there.
I was in the public debate called Peoples Question Time with Paul Mason
and Gail Cartmail.
I helped with the research group which morphed out of the project, which
was not part of the original scope of the bid. We still meet about once a
month at Lambeth archives, and are carrying on with the research. We were
generously oﬀered a project by Peter Cox who ran a University of the Third
Age project. He very kindly shared the research he had done. He had hundreds and hundreds of names of Chartists to research. We split this into the
mapping and the research through the Census. I’ve been involved in doing
the map, other volunteers have been researching the Census.
On the guided walk and talks there was quite a mix of local people, across a
fair range of ages. The reach of St Marks meant it didn’t just get the local history crowd: the vicar did push it through his community, the hall was quite
full, and we had an open door policy so lots of people came in. I was working
with Steve Martin who was talking about William Cuﬀay; it was certainly more
diverse than usual history talks but still mainly white.
Interviews
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I think the Steering Committee managed to get all the right people involved
and it was good to have that mix of academic historians and local historians
including Steve and Marietta and others who know so much on the ground.
The most important speaker was Professor Malcolm Chase of Leeds University. There were a few PhD students on the walks, from Leeds and Warwick.
In my university role, we are working with local history societies in Hertfordshire who are concerned about dwindling numbers and ageing
memberships. We are looking at using the Kennington Chartist project as an
example of making local history work for a range of people.
I’m really interested in the recent history, that the main squats in the area
were around the corner and some of the people involved (in the 1980s) that
have been to some of our events.
When I was manning the stall, people would come past not intending to stop
then come up and look and say ‘I just live around the corner and I didn’t realise this happened here’. In terms of local history - having the events in the
park was the main thing the main capture of interest, rather than the talks. We
had a lot of maps and visual items to catch people’s eye so they can look at
them and don’t have to stop for long. Most people were really interested in
the maps and looking at the pictures of the park and what was there before
and looking for their own house on the map - the connection with place really
resonated.
People were saying ‘I didn’t realise this happened in this park and I live nearby’ and we were doing our best as historians to persuade them about the
importance of Chartism.
I think people learned a lot. Chartism is one of those odd subjects that some
people did at school but can’t really remember a lot about it. Chartism is
possibly part of one of the A Level syllabus at the moment, I can’t remember
which one. I studied it at Lancashire, it’s one of those subjects teachers
spend a short while on so lots of people do it then forget they did it.
It was very well organised actually, compared with my other experience of
HLF projects. It was very well managed and everyone had clear roles which
led to it running quite smoothly. That built to our strengths. It was the best
organised project I had worked with.

Having said it was well organised, - the diﬀerent strands weren’t integrated we didn’t speak to each other enough, although I did the talk with Steven and
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he was working with the BME groups, the diﬀerent strands could have
crossed over more.
I know that they were looking to build a monument, the obvious next step
would be to set up a working group to take that forwards and to tie in with
the research group and the youth group.
The website is a bit of labour of love but if it had more funding and more resources it would be marvellous. The map is going on the website in two
weeks.
One interesting thing was, getting on with field research. Everyone asks
about the photo and why there is a big gap in the crowd. So I went with the
Warwick university PhD student Dave Steele to look at that spot in the park at
the April event, and its a bit boggy there. So most historians think there is a
gap there because of the upper class people at the front of the photo and the
working class people near the hustings staying separate, and we think its because people didn’t want to get their feet wet!

Interviews

35

5) Marietta Crichton Stuart is a local resident, a researcher and a historian,
as well as Chairperson of the Friends of Kennington Park (‘the Friends’).
‘We learnt a lot of lessons from the HLF application process. We worked with a
consultant first and it ended up not really working out, then we employed Richard to
do the bid and that was a lot better. We learnt a lot from this process, along with
managing the grant for the Flower Garden the previous year. We tried a partnership
project before and it was such simpler to have a grant with just the Friends leading.
The Friends gained a lot from this project in terms of acknowledgement and respect
with other local groups. We made contact with the Lambeth Local History Forum, I
gave two walks on their programme, and we had a stall at the Local History Fair,
and did a walk for Lambeth Heritage month. We made a valuable ongoing contact
with Jon Newman and Len Riley at Lambeth archives. And there was the Walworth
Society too, as well as the work around Black History month with Carole, and the
walk I’m doing with Steve Martin next week. So it was very much raised profile.
We also renewed our contacts with the Oval cluster schools. And it helped with our
relationship with Lambeth. We made a very good link with Steve Coulson at St
Mark’s Church. For our World War One commemoration next month, Steve has
very kindly agreed to do a service and the church will lend their marques and do refreshments, which is great.
We now have the ongoing research project into the people who signed the Chartist
Land Registry, and we have had help from fantastic academics. Richard and I attended the Chartist day conference in June, and 20 came visiting in Kennington.
The call for ideas for the monument in the park will give us a focus to our discussions for the next five years.
We gained 4 new committee members this year, at least one was someone we got
talking to at the Chartist events.
We have lots more of experience of events, as well as the tables and chairs we
bought. It doesn’t sound very much having tables and chairs, but it really saves
having to borrow them for events.
We now have the website for five years, and we will have the booklet online as well
as some printed copies.
We did resolve at the beginning that we didnt want the project to be too political, but
we did accept a contact from a group called Lambeth Democracy, who were very
enthusiastic, and we will be giving them a talk in December.
The main thing for me is putting chartists back on the map.’
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7) Future Projects
The Kennington Chartist Project broke new ground and achieved on multiple levels,
creating lessons for others to learn from in delivering an inspiring political history
project that is relevant to people from many backgrounds and on many levels. In
doing so it is learning its own lessons, both for strong future projects, and in how to
manage projects better. Below is an indication of those which have appeared
through this evaluation, this is of course advisory, and may not be complete.
Project Management
It is a huge strength of the project that it operated on many levels, with multiple
strands, and a range of part time staff. The project manager and Steering Group
are to be credited for bringing this all together and keeping it all together to everyone’s satisfaction. With a short time span it would be good in future to allow extra
budget where available or:
• Communicating between the strands and allowing some of the multiple personalities involved to meet up more than just at the final event.
• Evaluation protocols set at the beginning of the project.
Project Identity
The project created a significant new identity encouraging historians, academics
and artists to meet together under their own banner of Kennington Chartist Project
(KCP). The strong creative identity created for this project by the project manager
gave the project and the group visibility and a sense of self. The Friends of Kennington Park (FOKP) are to be credited for surrendering their identity and some potential publicity to this new collective, an approach which strengthens their own
reputation for openness and collaboration. It may now be time to consider how to
sustain the identity and long term future of this group, in particular:
• Would it be appropriate to constitute Kennington Chartist Project as a new charity? This would enable it to keep its identity and take on work which is beyond the
charitable remit of FOKP.
• If no strong drive to constitute KCP, it would be appropriate for the group to produce a memorandum of understanding to set out what it is, how it makes decisions, it’s independence, and its relationship to Friends of Kennington Park.
• Once the research project is complete, it might be a good idea for KCP to hold a
strategy day to consider its long term objectives and how best to achieve these.
Artistic Identity and Event
The 7th July event in the park presented an inspiring range of debate, banners,
creative workshops, spoken word, discussion and food for both body and mind.
Those who attended were inspired and reinvigorated by it and it was the strongest
coming together of those involved in the project, including young people, school
groups and other partners.
Future thought over a similar event could include how to attract a wider audience to
enjoy and learn from these workshops.
The Future
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Future Projects
The KCP and FOKP have a strong and healthy future with much to progress in the
coming years Specific projects noted or indicated through this evaluation:
Memorial (physical or otherwise) to the 1848 Chartist rally in Kennington
Park.
How will this be progressed?
• Friends of Kennington Park,
• Kennington Chartist Project,
• or a Steering Group composed of the two.
How will it be paid for?
A donor campaign, of potentially national appeal,
Another Heritage Lottery Funded project
A donor project is more appropriate for a statue or artwork, and may be relevant for
a social project. HLF funding is more likely to succeed if it involves and educates
people about the heritage - for example a regular festival, an interpretation panel or
an artwork produced through a community education project.
Schools Education
The education project demonstrated the potential for historic political education
across primary and secondary schools in the area.
There is a future opportunity for a second project to provide materials and training
in this very specific local history and citizenship that may be replicated in all local
primary and secondary schools. This would be of particular appeal in schools
across north Lambeth and Southwark.
Seventy-Five Year Anniversary
It is only five years until the 175 year anniversary of the Chartist rally. It would be
worth starting conversations soon about how best to celebrate this date.
This brings in an opportunity to consider the significance of continuity. Having built
up such strong interest, and a website resource funded for five years, how are the
KCP and FOKP going to work towards continuity of interest as more people become excited by this. Ideas might include a regular annual symposium for partners,
an anniversary walk, and of course work towards the memorial.
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Appendix One - Schools Report
Kennington Park Schools Chartist Project
Evaluation report prepared 22/08/2018
By Harriet Hill - Schools Project Coordinator

This is a brief report of the Schools element of the Kennington Chartist Project
which took place on 5th and 6th June 2018 as part of a wider community project
celebrating the 170th Anniversary of the Chartist Rally on Kennington Common.
Our aim in the schools project was to work with between 60 - 100 local children
drawn from primary schools in the London boroughs of Lambeth and Southwark.
We worked with a total of 95 children from 5 schools
1 Southwark school - St Joseph’s RC Junior School (60)
4 Lambeth schools from the Oval Learning Cluster - Herbert Morrison,
Ashmole,Wyvil and Vauxhall School.(35)
The purpose of the project was to explore the history of the Chartist Rally which
took place on Kennington Common in 1848 through a series of 3 distinct workshops.
The workshops were run over the course of a single day and were designed to
build on knowledge gained throughout the day.
Workshop 1 : History through spoken word and storytelling
Workshop 2 : Music and Anthems.The history of anthem and song in the Chartist
movement
Workshop 3 : Banner and Costume - a practical workshop using a daguerreotype
of the Chartist Rally as reference .
The workshops began with a few questions to establish the scope of prior knowledge of the subject
- Did the children know who the Chartist were? = None did
- Did they understand what the word ‘democracy ‘ meant and could they oﬀer
a definition? (approx 14 did and could)
- Did they know what ‘voting ‘ meant (approx 22 did)
- Did they know where Kennington Park was ? 39 did
Each workshop explored a particular historical aspect of the Chartist Rally.
The sessions encouraged questions, discussions and interaction with the educators and fellow pupils. The workshops built on knowledge gained as they progressed through the day.
The day culminated in a costumed musical performance of the anthem verses
written by the children.
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At the end of the day we discussed what the children had found memorable, interesting and enjoyable about the sessions. They were also invited to give us negative feedback about what they would have done diﬀerently and if they would have
chosen not to attend if they had been given the choice.
There was general agreement that the subject was interesting. Many participants
said they enjoyed the fact that the rally had taken place locally and they expressed
a sense of ownership of it .
Voting was identified as a really important right by both groups and this took up
much of the discussion time in the Spoken History and Music/Anthems workshops.It also featured in Banners ,as did the words Freedom, Democracy and Rights.
The children were able to recall the main leaders of the movement by name and
give a good verbal narrative of the history of the rally.
35 of the children visited Kennington Park on the day of the workshop .
The feedback from the schools was extremely positive. The Deputy Head Teacher
suggested it could be incorporated as a learning day to fulfill their citizenship requirement and felt it was stronger and more relevant to their student cohort than
what they are currently delivering.
The Head of the Oval Learning Cluster who attended the day said it had been an
excellent experience for their children and would highly recommend is as a workshop day to other local schools. She thought the cross curricular approach had
been highly eﬀective and commended the opportunity for the inter school collaborations the day aﬀorded.
All the children except one said they would have attended if they had been given
the choice.
HMH 2018
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Appendix Two - Walks and Talks
Walk 8: Black History Month Walk: Cuﬀay, Keyworth and the Common Carole Wright
10 people
Walk 7: The 1848 Chartist Rally on Kennington Common
7 Jul 2018 2.30 - 14 people
Walk 6: The 1848 Chartist Rally on Kennington Common
7 Jul 2018 11:30 - 16 people
Walk 5: Kennington 1848: Commons Spirit and Contested Space -Stefan Szczelkun
21 Jun 2018 19:00 - 26 people
Walk 4: Radical History from Camberwell Green to Kennington Park- Past Tense
14 Jun 2018 18:00 - 23 people
Walk 3: London History Day Walk: The 1848 Chartist Rally
31 May 2018 14:30 - 18 people
Walk 2: Why Kennington? The 1848 Chartist Rally on Kennington Common,
10 Apr 2018 14:30 - 32 people
Walk 1: Remembering the Day: The 1848 Chartist Rally onKennington Common
10 Apr 2018 11:30 -36 people
Talk 5: Durning Library
40 people
Talk 4: Lambeth Heritage Festival
37 people
Talk 3: Salt-Pork and Daguerreotypes: Unpacking Evidence from1848. Dave Steele
19 May 2018 19:30 - 38 people
Talk 2: William Cuffay and London Chartism. S.I.Martin and Katrina Navickas
5 May 2018 19:30 - 46 people
Talk 1: Kennington and 1848, Year of Revolution. Malcolm Chase
28 Apr 2018 19:30 - 58 people

Short Talks:
Cinema Museum 28 people
Walworth Society X 2 32 & 25 people
Newington TRA 30 people
Friends of Kennington Park 30 people
Alberta TRA 8 people
150 people spoken to one to one at:
• Kennington Park Project Launch & Commemoration 10th April
• Election hustings at St Mark's Church, 28th April
• Kennington Village Fete, 17th June
• Pullens Fesitval, 23rd June
• North Lambeth Parish Fete.30th June
• Lambeth Heritage Festival
• Kennington Park Day of Workshops, Participation and Action, 7th July
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Appendix Three - Thought Fragments
CHARTISTS EVENT 7th July - ‘THOUGHT FRAGMENTS
Peoples Thoughts:
‘1848 = Chartist Rally = Kennington Common =Springtime Of The People = 1848 -2018
=160 yrs (sic): Your Vote’
‘Connect our History’
‘NORTHERN STAR Knowledge = Power’
‘Great to learn about history on my doorstep’
‘ “It represents a return to eighteenth century property rights oligarchy” The business improvement District. System like Vauxhall one etc etc’
‘Community Housing’
‘It is amazing to be in the community’ (drawing of two holding hands)
‘London brick shaped by the water of the river’
‘I wonder what beer they were serving in the Horns Tavern in 1848….mmm beer.’
‘London Stories - Jack of London published 1888’
‘EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED BECAUSE IT ALWAYS Happens!’
‘(BUT YOU DON’T KNOW WHEN)’ (added by another person to same paper later)
‘Power is with the people’ (drawing of a tree)
‘Feargus O’Connor & the Chartist leaders would be delighted at 7/7 events ! LC’
‘WHAT A GREAT WAY TO SPEND A SATURDAY - COULD IT HAPPEN THROUGH THE
SUMMER? THANKS TALKS TO LISTEN TO ON (drawing of stick figure) LEFT POLITICS +
PEOPLES DEMOCRACY.’
‘Kennington Park’ (drawing of a tree and a person)
‘Feeling the ghosts of the people who stood here 170 years ago. We have a long history
of protest.’
‘THAMES - LIFE / DEATH
- TRANSPORT
- BARRIER’
‘There is a lot happening in Kennington today!’
‘Seeds for the future’ (seeds collected from the park in a very small glass container
placed on top with a drawing of the flower the seed came from)
‘Trees bring life. It is much cooler under the 200 year old plane tree’ (bark collected from a
Plane tree in the park put in a very small glass container is placed on top with a drawing
of the sun)
‘Spikenard (lavender) was used 2000 years ago one of the 11 herbs used for incense in
the temple of Jerusalem’ (Lavender from the park placed in a small glass jar) and put on
the paper
‘Too many wrongs make a riot’
‘Duke of Wellington equestrian statue in St Pauls Cathedral. The last leader of England to
have been an active warrior in the aristocratic mould. Mat..g(?) Blood + Sword a shift to
Bourgeois Political POWER.’ S.S.
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (+ drawing of bridge)
‘Happy Life’
‘I’m very local to Kennington Park’ (small drawing of heart)
‘Trees’ (drawing a a tree)
‘The amazing feeling of power in numbers in 1848’
‘I like the brick worn into a pebble’
‘I love nature,
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I want Peace,
I really want Freedom
for everyone’
(delicate drawing of two flowers)
‘We all came from the sea!
A basis for all thoughts of the past & democracy!‘
(drawing of the sea and a wave but
also looking like the eye of a fish and drawn on shaped piece of paper like a fish)
‘Here and everywhere, at all times, the past is in the present.’
‘I like Kennington because its a nice and calm place. Lewis 7th of July 2018’ (drawing
of a house and two trees, on the grass and the sun and four clouds)
‘DUKE OF WELLINGTON’S OBSERVATION WHILE OVERLOOKING THE GATHERING
1848.
“CANNON TO THESE FELLOWS, WHY, I COULD PUFF THEM DOWN WITH A
FEATHER.”
( a very small feather was put in a corked small glass container)
‘There are lots of big fish in the sea. But only one Mermaid. Only one Mermaid like me! Mermaid’
‘Fences made from children stretchers, WW2’ (map drawn on the paper to show where in
Kennington Park the fences are)
‘9by = ax then x
x(?)dyay.
I.e. a can be 10, e, or z 7
. . 9by = 10 x or e x or 27x
Then x = lay10 or eaz7 y’

(???)
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Appendix Four - Full comments lists from the launch
event -

Comments on Learning - Launch event.
I did a history walk and learnt about the chartists contribution to local
democracy - brilliant.
Learnt about the important figures involved in the Chartist movement
How much the Government feared that the Chartists would lead to a
revolution and therefore the extreme measures they took to prevent it.
That several parks in the area were created after the panic caused by
the ‘potential for revolution’ - the Chartists movement and the
meeting gave us lots to be proud of.
How important the Chartists are to the development of modern democracy.
Really would like to discover more about local Chartist supporters part of the rich history of Lambeth and working people.
I hadn’t appreciated how panicked the government was about the
Kennington Common rally - obviously expected it to trigger an English
revolution. Massed defences on the bridges, police spies in the crowd, the
Royal Family sent to the Isle of Wight. Fascinating and very relevant to
fights for social justice today.
We rely on Chartists for so much of our voting system!
I learnt that the conversation re politics has not yet absorbed the huge
democratic problem at a local level of BIDistricts which is destroying
democracy at a local level.
I will be keen on learning more.
Didnt know a lot about the Chartists to begin with, but I have learned a lot
and hoping to learn even more by the end of today! And have some fun!!!

How does this event make you feel?
Inspired by the continuation of history, this is where the rally of 1848 was - and
this is where we are celebrating today.
I feel exactly the same way- loved honouring these wonderful people!
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How does this event make you feel?
Positive. V. Inspiring. Particularly keen on how Kenington park can bring
two abstract boroughs/cultures together.
More informed
Made me feel very grateful that people stood up for a cause that would directly
benefit me in my life.
I think this is an important project because it has brought
political history to ordinary people and to a diversity of people.
Brilliant to see such an important movement in British history being
commemorated - and many people learning about this for the first time. If we
forget these aspects of our history we endanger our present and future. Blown
away by the screen prints - excellent method of ensuring people remember the
day. Screen printing so associated with protest movements in 60s 70s and 80s.
Great range of ways of raising awareness.
Makes me feel that protest for our rights has a long proud history and one that
is as relevant today as in the past.
Really pleased that we are able to celebrate this. Important to keep in mind how
hard we had to fight to have a democracy and how we should continue to value
it.
History from before has been celebrated today. It’s been inspiring and
reassuring- the struggle for democracy, freedom and justice has a long history.
This event has emphasised all its importance and continuing relevance.
Great community spirit and a good way to learn more about history
Hopeful. Because the power of renewal is very strong.
Hopeful
Its great to see such a diversity of people here, to think about how we can
remake the world. Its joyful and makes me hopeful for the future.
Free
Hopeful and excited to meet other people who care about facilitating
sociopolitical change/prgoress.
Relaxed
I think this is such an important event & I am annoyed it isn’t taught more in
school.
Heard about this organisation last night and I am happy to be here. Would like to
partner with Chartists for a wider commitment.
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Learning, Feelings, and Feelings about the Place.

How does this event make you feel about this place?
Pleased and happy I visited as had never been here before - did the Chartist
walk so got to see a lot of it!
Great place with a rich positive history.
First - inspired by this park as it is now + the work of the Friends of Kennington
Park. We can underestimate the fantastic resource that parks represent for
people + this is a brilliant example of how parks can be used for shared
benefit. Thanks to all the volunteers who have made this possible.
As an important working class slogan says ‘Give us bread, but Give us Roses’
Richard has done an AMAZING job including a wide range of people/groups in
the whole project. This event today is of the most impressive quality! Really
every post has top skills and people doing stuﬀ.
Knowing the parks history makes it more interesting which means I will visit
more.
Love this park and the history of the place adds to this.
Fabulous historic place.
Need a monument of some sort in the park.
Wonderful event, now every time I think of, or visit Kennington Park, I will
mentally add the epithet ‘birthplace of democracy’

Young People’s Feedback on the Park

At first I thought it was nothing but now it’s important because there is
a lot to it.
Because its remembered as being 1848 Ralley so more people come
They needed a lot of meetings so it show me that it is a very famous
place.
I think I learnt more
Because we learnt about it
Because it’s important
Because I didn’t know where the rally was
It used to be a place where people would come to offer their thoughts
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Appendix Five - Thanks to all the many involved
Workshop Leaders: S.I.Martin, Adisa, Sandra Agard, Luke Crookes, Harriet Hill, Portable
Print Studio, Rowan Powell, Calverts Print Co-Op, Lu Firth, Carole Wright & Brooke
Talks: Malcolm Chase, S.I.Martin, Katrina Navickas, Dave Steele
Walks: Marietta Crichton Stuart, Jon Newman, Past Tense, Stefan Szczelkun, Carole
Wright
Poets: Kofi Asante, Adisa the Verbaliser, (Poetic Unity): Ashan Myrie, Awakened Soul,
Aaron James, Becksy Becks, Tony Akaro, Ragz-Cv
Choirs: St Marks Community Choir & Vauxhall Tuneless Choir
Participant Groups: Southside Young Leaders Academy, Alberta Tenants and Residents
Association, Newington Tenants and Residents Association, St Joseph’s Primary, Oval
Schools Cluster, Ashmole Primary, Wyvil Primary, Vauxhall Primary, Herbert Morrison
Debate Panel: Gail Cartmail, Paul Mason, Katrina Navickas
Historians: Vic Clarke, Katrina Navickas, Mathew Roberts, Rohan Mcwilliam, Marietta
Crichton Stuart, Dave Steele, Mark Crail, Malcolm Chase
Volunteers: Padrig Jones, Siobhan Williams, Ian Matthews, Vincent Brown, Matthew
Meynell, Ann Bodkin, Sabina Stefanova, John Adewole, Adam Blacklay, Mark Webb, Andrew Horsier, Robert Davies, Louise Duggan, Nancy Duggan, Ewa Royek, Siara Law, Helen Firminger, Marnie Searchwell, Matt King, Nikki & Charlotte, Jill Gregson, David Miles,
Rita Sammons, Frank Kindred, Gerri Moriarty
7th July Stalls: Friends Of Kennington Park, This Is Booklove, Merlin Press, Past Tense,
Sean Crichton, Gail Dickerson, Walworth Society, TUC, St Marks Church, Earl Of Bedlam,
Oval & Princes’ Ward Councillors, Old Post Oﬃce Bakery, Merrybox Kitchen, Buzz Coﬀee
Author: Laurence Cockcroft Cordwainer: Troy Healy
Staging & Tents: Connection Crew, Peter Wright, Dick Muskett, Ann Bodkin, Myatt’s
Fields Park Project, Friends Of Kennington Park
Talks Venue & 7th July Support Venue: St Mark’s Church
Photography: Rachel Megawhat, Marnie Searchwell, Richard Galpin
Video: Taigh Romanczuk & Luke Crookes
Visual Identity & Website design: Calverts Co-op
Banners: Ed Hall
Inspiration & Advice: Stefan Szczelkun, Dick Muskett, Ann Bodkin
Archive Support: Lambeth Archives
Additional Publicity: Marnie Searchwell, Rita Sammons, Marietta Crichton Stuart
Treasurer: Dave Sellers & Vilde Aagenaes
Research Group: Robert Davies, Padrig Jones, Ian Matthews, Diana Cochrane, Tom
Collins, Alan Piper, Marietta Crichton Stuart, Rita Sammons, Katrina Navickas, Richard
Galpin
Archive: Marietta Crichton Stuart, Dave Steele, Mark Crail, Stefan Szczelkun, Richard
Galpin
Steering Group: S.I.Martin, Mathew Meynell, Rita Sammons, Marietta Crichton Stuart,
Richard Galpin
Evaluation: Helen Firminger
Volunteer Event Coordinator: Sarah Robinson
Workshops/Volunteer Coordinator: Keisha Njoku
Project Manager: Richard Galpin
Supported by the Lipman Milliband Trust, Friends of Kennington Park, and the National
Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund.
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For the 7th July Event
11-12: Storytelling. Join professional storyteller Sandra Agard as she tells the story of the
1848 Chartist rally on Kennington Common and other tales. (All ages)
11am - 4pm Printmaking with South London's Portable Print Studio. Print your own FREE
souvenir poster of the famous engraving of Kennington Common in 1848. Or design your
own slogans and print onto T-shirts. Bring your own T-shirts for printing (light colours).
11am - 4pm: Banner Making. With Calverts design Co-op, and textile artist Lu Firth. A
group workshop to design and make a banner for the Kennington Chartist Project, within
the day!
11.30 - 1pm: Chartist Question Time: Panel discussion on the legacy of the Chartist
movement in the politics of today. With Gail Cartmail (Assistant General Secretary of Unite
trade union), Paul Mason (journalist and activist), and Katrina Navickas, (researcher of
popular protest and democracy movements, local identities and landscapes).
11.30am & 2.30pm: The Kennington 1848 Walk. Historical tour of the park with Marietta
Crichton Stuart of the Friends of Kennington Park outlining the drama of what happened
on Kennington Common on the 10th April 1848.
12 - 1: Music Workshop with musician Luke Crookes. Warm up for the parade by learning
a new Chartist song. Learn the 6 points of the Charter in song, and add your own verses.
(All ages)
1pm: Children's parade. Including Spoken Word, Costume and Songs from our Schools
and Youth Workshops.
1.30pm Chartist Anthems with St Marks Community Choir.
1.30 - 2.30: Local Councillor Surgery: Oval and Princes Ward. Meet your ward councillors
in person to discuss local issues.
2 - 2.30: Poetic Unity: Personal-political. Spoken Word performance from young local poets. From the organisers of The Poets Corner at Brixton’s Black Cultural Archives.
2 - 4: Youth Workshop Black history and Spoken Word. (SIGN-UP required) With S.I. Martin and Adisa the Verbiliser. (For ages 16-24)
2 - 4: Paint your own placard with Artist and community activist Carole Wright.
Celebrating the legacy of the 1848 Chartist rally on Kennington Common!
FREE entry. All activities are FREE!
Local history self-publishers (Sean Crichton) and (Past Tense)
Book sellers Merlin Press (Books on Chartism) and BookLove (Multicultural childrens
books)
Local history group: Walworth Society
Community groups: FoKP, St Mark's Church
Local Councillors surgery.
Author Laurence Cockcroft reading from his children's Chartist Novel 'Northern Stars'
A 'Cordwainer' played by a historical reconstructionist
Local food stalls (Old Post Oﬃce Bakery, Sengalese Kitchen, Buzz coﬀee)
'1848 Thought Fragments' Local artist asking people to respond to objects found in the
park
Katrina Navickas of Herts Heritage Hub, Dave Steele PHD student at Warwick University,
and Mark Crail of the Chartist Ancestors website. They have provided us with additional
materials from British Library and National Archives.
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